


























The Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties 
observed the 60th anniversary of its founding in 2012, and start-
ing with a commemorative ceremony there were many projects 
planned in celebration, all of which were conducted smoothly 
through the cooperation of Institute personnel.  
The 60th Anniversary Commemorative Ceremony itself was 
held at the Nara Royal Hotel on 18 October 2012, and with the 
participation of the Commissioner of Cultural Affairs, the Gover-
nor of Nara Prefecture, the Mayor of Nara, present and past Di-
rectors of the Institute and Honorary Advisors, some 250 persons 
from Japan and abroad helped make it a grand celebration. 
From the many honorable guests there were words of praise 
for the achievements of the Institute such as the excavations it 
has conducted over the many years, plus expectations for the sig-
nificance of the role it has carried out in the medium of cultural 
properties, with high evaluations received on all sides for its 60 
years’ of investigations and social contributions, and while the ef-
forts of its personnel were praised on the one hand, there was also 
renewed recognition of the importance of the duty the Institute 
should carry out.
In addition there were special lectures held, in Tokyo on the 
research and investigation record of the Institute thus far and the 
prospects for the future, and in Nara on the results of research on 
ancient capitals of Japan, China, and Korea. Also, a special exhibit 
was held entitled “The Blossoming of Culture of the Capital” in-
troducing the points of similarity and difference between capitals 
of Japan and Korea, and an anthology of its researcher’ articles 
was published as the Institute’s fourth such volume.
The Institute will continue to bear in mind its original ideals 
from the time of its founding, to clarify the special characteristics 
of Japanese culture and the process of its formation, and to broad-
cast the splendor of Japanese culture throughout the country and 
abroad. 
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